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come across the Atlantic. The public have been fasci-
nated by the idea that a storm could be telegraphed from
New York, and its arrival on the coasts of Europe foretold
three or four days in advance. If cyclones only moved
with tolerably uniform velocities and in tolerable uniform
paths, and the intensity remained constant, then, indeed,
it would often be possible to obtain timely warning from
the United States or Canada. Although the diagrams
which we have already given of Atlantic weather would
sufficiently show the real character of Atlantic cyclones,
still the nature of the paths of these depressions will be
more clearly understood if we give the tracks of all the
depressions which appeared in the Atlantic during a
single month. This will do as a sample of any other
month or season. In Pig. 91 we therefore give a chart
of all the cyclones which could be traced for more than
two days in the United States, the Atlantic, and Europe
during the month of July, 1879. During that month
there were seven well-defined cyclone-tracks within the
above-mentioned area.

These paths are plotted on our chart, and the
position of the centre of each cyclone on every day is
clearly marked.

Now, the first glance will at once satisfy us as to the
broad idea that cyclones usually move in a certain
general direction.

The whole of the paths lie along a comparatively
narrow belt of the ocean; but when we come to look into
the details, we shall find that the smaller variations of
motion efiectually preclude the use of this knowledge in
forecasting.